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Trustees’ Report 

 

 
The Trustees present their annual report together with the financial statements of Camphill Families 

and Friends (‘’the Charity’’). The financial statements of the Charity have been prepared  in 

accordance with the accounting policies set out in note 1 to the accounts and comply with the 

Charities Act 2011 and Accounting and Reporting by Charities Statement of Recommended Practice 

applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard 

for Smaller Entities published on 16 July 2014 

  
Structure, Governance and Management 

 

The Charity was established by a constitution adopted on 16
th
 October 1999 (amended 19

th
 May 2007 

and 23
rd

 June 2012) which provides that it shall be administered and managed by the members of the 

executive committee (‘’the Trustees’’).  

 

The Trustees comprise between 5 and 15 members, who are elected at the annual general meeting. 

TheTrustees have powers to co-opt up to 5 additional members and meet around 3 to 4 times per 

annum. These meetings are interspersed with telephone conference calls whenever necessary. 

 

Trustees are normally elected from within the membership. The Trustees oversee the election process 

for the appointment of new Trustees. A separate process agreed by the Trustee board is followed for 

the election of the Chair. 

 

Details of the Trustees, including appointments and resignations are set out on Page 2. 

 

Newly appointed Trustees are provided with an induction to the Charity through the provision of 

introductory documentation and mentoring by established Trustees. 

 

Objectives and Activities 

 

Camphill Families and Friends’ (“the Charity’s”) objectives are to help and support individuals with 

special needs who wish to live in Camphill communities in England, Wales and Scotland. It provides 

a forum through which to share information, experiences and raise awareness of the many current and 

crucial issues that concern all of us and our families. This is done primarily through our website, a 

series of newsletters and also through our open meetings and workshops. The Charity also participates 

in cross-Camphill activities and in any wider debates that involve residents and their families and 

friends. It always promotes family involvement in the activities of Camphill communities.  

The trustees confirm that that they have referred to the Charity Commission’s guidance on public 

benefit when reviewing the Charity’s aims and objectives and in planning future activities. 

 

 

Achievement and Performance 

 

The Charity serves the public benefit by pursuing its charitable objects in the following ways: 

 

 Membership 

The Charity’s level of Membership has now reached just over 350. This increase is in part 

due to a number of people taking up Family Membership to include others in their family. It is 

the Charity’s aim to involve Members closely in all its activities so that the object of helping 

people who live in Camphill communities can be enhanced. 
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 Open Meetings  

The Charity’s open meetings aim to keep members informed about any developments which 

might be of interest to them and to encourage networking and communication among families. 

They always contain a session which allows Members to raise and debate matters relating to 

Camphill and to social care and  invariably involve lively and  interactive discussions.   

 

Two open meetings were held during the period  under review. At our Birmingham AGM 

meeting in June 2015, Nicky Ferguson spoke on ‘’Challenging the Local Authority.’’ His talk 

gave valuable guidance on how to engage with the system and how to challenge the 

authorities when funding is cut. The afternoon session was conducted  by Jacquie Spencer 

who talked on the Care Act 2014 and the essential role families play in the whole process of 

assessment and care planning. 

 

 The meeting planned for November 2015 covering ‘’Building Community in the 21
st
 century  

was postponed  to April 2016 due to shortage of attendee numbers. John Sargent, the national 

leader for L’Arche in the UK gave a talk on how the vision and strategy has developed since 

inception in the mid 1960’s and about the challenges that exist today. Tim Woodward then 

spoke about community building at Sturts Farm in Dorset, where he is the manager, and 

where community life has been greatly enhanced through co-housing and co-production. The 

afternoon session was led by Jacquie Spencer, and focussed on the threat to workshops faced 

specifically by two CVT communities in Gloucestershire, but also generally by other 

Camphill communities in the current economic climate.  

 

The Charity’s website summarises the main points arising from the presentations to the open 

meetings. 

 

 Meetings with the Camphill Village Trust (‘CVT’)  

In view of the possibility that residents in certain CVT communities may be asked to pay to 

attend workshops in future, CFF, with wide support from  members, has requested a meeting 

with CVT to clarify the financial position and to explore possible ways forward to protect and 

support working life in those communities. 

 

 Siblings  

Following the successful introduction of Siblings Workshops over the last two years, we are 

beginning to focus on the needs of Siblings, and recently carried out a survey on how we 

could inform and help them. We received 73 responses which indicated that a large 

proportion of them would welcome Information and Fact sheets, the setting up of a Facebook 

page and connection to other Siblings in the community to which they are connected. CFF is 

now working to address these responses. 

 
 

 Camphill Families and Friends Scotland 

Our Chair, Mary Pearson attended the bi-annual New Lanark conference in May 2016, which 

was attended by 180 people, largely residents and co-workers from Camphill communities. 

The conference celebrates and explores current issues around community building and social 

renewal. No open meetings were held during the year. 
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 Website Development and Communication 

The website continues to be regularly updated with news and information. It can be accessed 

on www.camphillfamiliesandfriends.com.. Several News Updates were distributed during the 

year. 

 

 Association of Camphill Communities (‘’the AoCC’’) 

Camphill Families and Friends became an affiliated member of the AoCC in 2016. 

 

Financial Review 

 

The Charity’s activities are funded by membership subscriptions and donations, including gift aid, 

and by contributions to individual events.  

 

It is the Trustees’ policy to have General Funds available to meet unforeseen expenditure and to 

provide working capital. It is the aim to hold a minimum of £3,000 in reserves and a maximum of 

£10,000 at the year end. 

 

In the year ended 31 March 2016 the Charity had an excess of  income over expenditure of £52,446    

and reserves totalled £59,639 at year end. This figure included a legacy donation, received during the 

year, of £50,000 from the estate of Mr G Herrmann. The Trustees have decided to use these legacy 

funds to support specific projects or initiatives within the Camphill movement both in the UK and 

abroad. Accordingly, a separate Donation Fund has been set up. In May 2016, a payment of £10,000 

was made out of the Donation Fund to the Camphill School Hermanus in South Africa, to help 

support the building of an all-weather sports facility within the community grounds. The Donation 

Fund, which at the year end totalled £50,000, will be kept separate from the General Funds of the 

Charity and this treatment is reflected in the accounts set out below. 

The balance in the General Fund at year end totalled £9,639. 

 

Statement of Trustees’ Responsibilities 

 

Charity law requires the trustees to prepare financial statements for each financial year which give a 

true and fair view of the state of affairs of the charity and of its financial activities for that period. In 

preparing those financial statements, the trustees are required to: 

 

 select suitable accounting policies and apply them consistently; 

 observe the methods and principles in the applicable Charities SORP; 

 make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent; 

 state whether applicable accounting standards have been followed, subject to any material 

departures disclosed and explained in the financial statements; 

 prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume 

that the charity will continue in operational existence. 

 

The trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records which disclose with reasonable 

accuracy at any time the financial position of the charity and to enable them to ensure that the 

financial statements comply with the Charities Act 2011 and the applicable Charities (Accounts and 

Reports) Regulations.They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the charity and hence 

for taking reasonable steps for the prevention of fraud and other irregularities. 

 

By order of the Trustees 

 

 

Mary Pearson 

Chair 

http://www.camphillfamiliesandfriends.com/
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Statement of Financial Activities for the year ended 31 March 2016 

 

 Notes    

     

   2016  2015 

   £  £ 

Income and Expenditure 

 

Income      

Membership subscriptions & donations          3   55,545  5,298                                               

             

Gift aid   885                     723 

Bank interest   57  31

     

    _______  _______ 

Total income   56,487  6,052

    _______  _______ 

 

Expenditure      

Administrative expenses 4  4,041  7,094 

      ________

                                   

Total expenditure   4,041  7,094 

    ________  _______ 

 

Net income/(expenditure) for the year   52,446  (1,042) 

   

General fund balance brought forward   7,193  8,235 

    _______  _______ 

 

Total fund balance carried forward   59,639  7,193 

    _______  _______ 
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Balance Sheet at 31 March 2016 

 
  Note   2016  2015 

   £ £ £ £ 

       

     

Current assets 

 Prepayments and accrued income  -  41   

 Cash at bank  60,313  8,387  

   ______  ______ 

   

   60,313  8,428  

   

Current liabilities 5 (674)  (1,235)   

   ______  ______ 

 

Net current assets   59,639  7,193 

    ________  ________ 

 

Net assets   59,639  7,193  

    ________  ________ 

Represented by 

 

Total funds                                                      6  59,639  7,193  

    ________  ________ 

 

    59,639  7,193  

    ________  ________ 

 

    

       

    

Approved by the Trustees on 19 August 2016 and signed on their behalf by 

 

 

 

 

Mary Pearson  

Chair 
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Notes to the accounts for the year ended 31 March 2016 

 
1. Accounting Policies 

 

Accounting convention 

 The accounts have been prepared under the historical cost convention and in accordance with 

Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to 

charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard for 

Smaller Entities (published on 16 July 2014, the Financial Reporting Standard for Smaller 

Entities(FRSSE) and the Charities Act 2011 and applicable regulations. 

 

  Incoming Resources 

Income received from subscriptions and donations is accounted for on a receivable basis 

  Interest is accounted for on an accruals basis. 

 

Resources Expended 

All expenditure is accounted for on an accruals basis. 

 

Creditors and Provisions  

Creditors and provisions are recognised where the Charity has a present obligation resulting 

from a past event that will probably result in the transfer of funds to a third party and the 

amount due to settle the obligation can be measured or estimated reliably. Creditors and 

provisions are normally recognised at their settlement amount. 

 

 

2. Taxation 

 

The Trust is a registered charity and accordingly is exempt from taxation on its income and         

gains where they are applied for charitable purposes. 

 

 

3. Subscriptions and Donations 

 

During the year a donation of £50,000 was made to the Charity as a legacy bequest from the 

estate of Mr G Herrmann. The Trustees have decided to set up a Donation Fund which will be 

used to support specific projects or initiatives within the Camphill movement, both in the UK 

and abroad. Further disclosure can be found in Note 6 below. 

 

4.  Administrative  Expenses 

  2016 2015 

  £ £ 

 Travel expenses -Trustees 1,418 2,357 

  -Other 123 225 

 Conferences & meetings 673 2,093 

 Insurance 767 767 

 Stationery, postage and other office expenses 345 932 

 Website development  715 720  

  ______ ______ 

  4,041 7,094  

  ______ ______ 

 

  Expenses were paid to 6 trustees during the year (2015: 6) 
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5.  Current Liabilities 

  2016 2015 

  £ £ 

     Accruals and deferred income 674 1,235 

  ______ ______ 

  674 1,235 

  ______ ______ 

 

 

6. Total Funds 

 General Donation Total Total 

 Fund Fund Funds Funds 

   2016 2015 

 £ £ £ £ 

 Opening balance at 1 April 2015 7,193 - 7,193 8,235 

 Movements during the year 2,446 50,000 52,446 (1,042) 

  _____ ______ ______ ______ 

 Closing balance at 31 March 2016 9,639 50,000 59,639 7,193 

  _____ ______ ______ ______ 
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Independent examiner’s report to the trustees of Camphill Families and Friends 
 

I report on the accounts of the Trust for the year ended 31 March 2016, which are set out on pages 

6 to 9. 

 

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner 

 

As the charity’s trustees, you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts; you consider that 

the audit requirement of section 144(2) of the Charities Act 2011 (the 2011 Act) does not apply 

and that an independent examination is needed.  

It is my responsibility to 

 

 examine the accounts (under section 145 of the 2011Act 

 follow the procedures specified in the General Directions given by the Charity 

Commissioners under section 145 (5)(b) of the 2011 Act ,and 

 state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 

 

Basis of independent examiner’s report 

 

My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the Charity 

Commissioners. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity 

and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of 

any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from you as trustees 

concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that 

would be required in an audit, and consequently I do not express an audit opinion as to whether  

the accounts present  a true and fair view and the report is limited to those matters set out in the 

statement below  

 

Independent examiner’s statement 

 

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention: 

 

1. which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements 

 

 to keep accounting records in accordance with section 130 of the 2011 Act; and 

 to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and to comply with the 

accounting requirements of the 2011Act 

 

 have not been met 

 

2. to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn  in order to enable a proper understanding of 

the accounts to be reached. 

 

 

  

John Price 

Fellow of the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales 

18, Archer Road 

Penarth 

South Glamorgan 

CF64 3HW 

19 August 2016 


